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Structural Nucleic Acid Anticancer 

Research Society, Inc. 
A Georgia Non-profit Corporation 

 

BRANCH POLICY 

ARTICLE I  

PURPOSE 

1.01 Purpose of Policy 

Each STARS branch is an extension and representation of the Structural Nucleic Acid Anticancer 
Research Society, Inc. (STARS) parent nonprofit organization. For these reasons, each STARS 
branch must comply with all requirements set by STARS to have the privilege of being a STARS 
branch and using associated nonprofit benefits. All requirements are delineated in this policy. All 
STARS non-voting members, volunteers, branch officers, branches, and board members must keep, 
uphold, and embody the values and mission in this policy. This policy can be changed from time 
to time based on requirements in Article 6.01. 

1.02 Purpose of STARS 

Structural Nucleic Acid Anticancer Research Society, Inc. is a non-profit corporation and shall 
operate exclusively for educational, charitable, religious, and scientific purposes within the 
meaning of Section 501(c).  

The mission of STARS is to engage and empower students in crystal-growing, crystallography, 
and therapeutic research. 

Specifically, the purpose of the Structural Nucleic Acid Anticancer Research Society, Inc. is to 
provide research-related experiences, provide crystallography and scientific outreach to general 
and student audiences, generate a network connecting students with academic and industry 
professionals, provide students with valuable scientific and research skills, and serve as a platform 
for students to be introduced to therapeutic research and its adjacent scientific and educational 
activities. 

1.03 Purpose of STARS branches 

STARS branches exist to actuate the mission of STARS by (1) bringing the mission and programs 
of STARS to local student campuses and (2) involving students, teachers, and faculty in outreach 
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programs and club meetings. STARS branches must uphold the STARS mission and must through 
club meetings, events, outreach programs, and communications, embody key values of kindness, 
friendship, and community while (1) engaging and (2) empowering students in science and 
research. STARS purpose is to serve the community and the students in the community 
scientifically. 

ARTICLE II 

PERSONNEL REQUIREMENTS 

2.01 Personnel Requirements 

Each STARS board member, STARS branch officer, and STARS branch member or volunteer 
must each fill out an agreement/release form for their respective positions before they can begin 
in their roles. 

ARTICLE III 

NON-VOTING MEMBER REQUIREMENTS 

3.01 Non-voting member definition 

The STARS corporation will have no members who have any right to vote or title or interest in or 
to the corporation, its properties and franchises. 

The student members who register as a member with a STARS branch are student non-voting 
members of STARS.  

3.02 Non-voting member registration 

To become a non-voting member of STARS, the prospective member must (1) register as a STARS 
member by signing the Onboarding for STARS non-voting members and volunteers form and 
submitting it to the local STARS branch, (2) pay to the local STARS branch the annual $16 
national membership dues (either $16/annum or $8/semester, which is determined by the local 
STARS branch), and (3) complete any remaining local STARS branch dues or requirements set 
by the local STARS branch.  

Membership generally is on an annual basis but can be set to be on a semesterly basis by the local 
STARS branch. Membership must be renewed at the beginning of each school year or each school 
semester, by the first two club meetings of each season (whether on semester or annual basis) or 
by the first two club meetings the prospective member begins participating in club meetings and 
programs, whichever one is later. 

All additional dues that STARS branches may collect and all funds they may raise through local 
fundraising or local means through their local club can be used directly for their branch operating 
purposes for the furtherance of the STARS mission.  

$8 of each STARS membership fee collected during a semester (if on semesterly schedule) or $16 
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of each STARS membership fee collected during a school year (if on annual schedule) will be 
submitted to the STARS national organization as part of each local branch’s end of semester 
submission of records and reports.” 

3.03 Non-voting member privileges 

Non-voting student members are official non-voting members of the STARS nonprofit 
organization. They are entitled to these privileges: 

- Invitation to the annual STARS conference for STARS members, where students can share 
their outreach programs, club activities, or club research work they have been involved in 
to exchange insight, experience, and ideas to foster inter-STARS branch collaboration and 
generate a network of research-focused student leaders  

- Opportunity to apply for STARS Travel Grant – V1 to attend annual American 
Crystallographic Association conference 

- Access to STARS membership directory to connect with other STARS student members 

- Communication from their local STARS branch on programs, events, and activities at the 
branch scale 

- Communication from STARS on programs, events, and activities at the nonprofit 
organization scale 

3.04 Non-voting membership probation and termination 

If a STARS student non-voting member does not renew their membership by the first two club 
meetings of each season, they will be on membership probation until the member renews their 
membership. During the one semester/year membership probation period, the member is still 
entitled to their privileges. If the probation period ends with the member still not having renewed 
their membership, their membership terminates. 

Renewing a STARS student non-voting membership entails the same requirements found in 
Article 3.02 by the first two club meetings of each season. 

3.05 Attendance of STARS student non-voting members 

Attendance of STARS student non-voting members will be taken at STARS branch events and 
club meetings for club summary reporting purposes. There will be no attendance requirement for 
STARS student non-voting members, but attendance can be considered when evaluating potential 
candidates for leadership positions. 

 

ARTICLE IV 

BRANCH OFFICER REQUIREMENTS 
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4.01 Branch officer definition 

Branch officers are non-voting members of STARS who were selected to lead the STARS branch 
and to uphold STARS mission and purpose through events and programs. 

4.02 Branch officer selection 

To become a branch officer of a STARS branch, the prospective officer must at the time of 
selection or application (1) be a STARS member and (2) have a demonstrated dedication and 
interest in organizing and hosting scientific outreach programs and club research-related activities 
as well as in bringing up more student leaders for the furtherance of STARS mission. 

The branch officer selection system must be one of these choices: 

(a) Application 

a. The last month before finals, the current branch officers provide an officer 
application to STARS members which can encompass a combination of short essay 
questions, rankings of which officer position each applicant is most interested in 
serving as, how dedicated the applicant would be to STARS club activities and 
programs in the face of potential time conflicts, etc. 

b. The purpose is to evaluate how interested the applicant is in serving the community 
in science through the STARS branch and how well-suited, either through skills, 
demonstrated interest, or volunteering with STARS, the applicant would be to help 
lead the STARS branch 

c. After the application closes, the current officers will review the applications and 
decide on the new officers for the next school year. The results will be announced 
on the last club meeting of the season, and the new officers officially take on their 
new roles on this last club meeting. 

(b) Nomination and approval 

a. This scenario occurs when there is not a lot of STARS members as part of the club 
or not enough STARS members applied for officer positions. 

b. The last month before finals, the current branch officers nominate STARS members 
to officer positions based on how well they are interested in serving the community 
in science through the STARS branch and how well-suited, either through skills, 
demonstrated interest, or volunteering with STARS, the applicant would be to help 
lead the STARS branch.  

c. The list of nominated STARS officers is shared with the STARS branch members, 
and the STARS branch members must vote do they agree or disagree with the 
nominated list. Generally, members will usually agree. If a simple majority of the 
branch members agree to the list, then the list of new STARS branch officers will 
become officiated for the next school year. 
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d. The results will be announced on the last club meeting of the season, and the new 
officers officially take on their new roles on this last club meeting. 

4.03 STARS branch officer requirements and attendance rates  

STARS branch officer requirements include: 

- Be a STARS non-voting student member 

- Going through semesterly STARS branch officer video training before the beginning of 
each new semester 

- Submitting (1) the summarizing club meeting and branch report, (2) the two reports for 
outreach events, (3) reconciliation of any remaining, usable wet-lab materials obtained 
through STARS-based funds, fundraisers, or club dues, (4) summary of branch’s finances 
at the end of each semester 

- Selecting days/weeks/weekends that are available for the branch to work on collaborations 
with other STARS branches, during the same semesterly training 

- Selecting the club activity set and the two outreach activity sets that the club proposes to 
work on during the upcoming semester, during the same semesterly training 

- Calculate the amount of fundraising or funding the club may need to perform their 
activities, during the same semesterly training 

- Maintain 85% attendance rate of all club branch club meetings and outreach activities 

- Maintain 85% attendance rate of all branch officer meetings 

- Organize, lead, and execute STARS club activities and programs for the local students 

4.04 STARS branch officer probation and termination 

If a STARS branch officer does not meet their semesterly requirement and officer duties, they will 
be on officer probation. If the branch officer does not rectify, other consequences can follow, such 
as but not limited to strong warnings or termination of their officer position. 

 

ARTICLE V 

BRANCH REQUIREMENTS 

5.01 Branch definition 

STARS branches are extended organizational entities that is both: (1) part of the STARS nonprofit 
organization, legally, and (2) an established student organization at the local school/university. 
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These identity branches can thus organize STARS events and activities for students at local 
settings, which furthers the STARS charitable, educational, and scientific tax-exempt purposes of 
STARS.  

5.02 Branch application process 

Students (9th-university) and/or teachers (Kth -5th grade) can apply to start a STARS branch at their 
local school/university. STARS branches are extended organizational entities that is both: (1) part 
of the STARS nonprofit organization, legally, and (2) an established student organization at the 
local school/university. These identity branches can thus organize STARS events and activities for 
students at local settings, which furthers the STARS charitable, educational, and scientific tax-
exempt purposes of STARS.  

The application process encompasses:  

(1) questions that assess the capability and background of the applying person,  

(2) a submitted STARS branch bylaws that fulfills specific STARS branch requirements,  

(3) a list of students who have indicated their interest in joining a local STARS branch, and  

(4) (optional) a letter of support from a teacher/faculty who may be interested in supporting 
the establishment and/or growth of the local STARS branch club 

After the application is received, the STARS branch application reviewers will notify the applicant 
of any changes that need to be made to the STARS branch bylaws or any other needed 
improvement to the application. 

Once the application has reached the required threshold, STARS will provide the applicant the 
information that the STARS branch has been approved. 

5.03 Branch requirements for staying in good standing 

The branch requirements for staying in good standing do not apply for the first semester of 
operation to provide the branch leaders a period of time to adjust to the requirements. Starting 
during the second semester, however, the good standing requirements will be fully enforced. 

The requirements include: 

- All branch officer requirements listed in Article 3.03  

- Maintaining at least 10 club meetings each semester 

- Maintaining at least two outreach events each semester. Note: An outreach event only 
means that it is an open event available to any student in the school or local community, as 
allowed by the hosting school/university 

- Maintaining at least four STARS members, which can include STARS officers 
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- Submitting (1) the summarizing club meeting and branch report, (2) the two reports for 
outreach events, (3) reconciliation of any remaining, usable wet-lab materials obtained 
through STARS-based funds, fundraisers, or club dues, (4) summary of branch’s finances 
at the end of each semester 

 

ARTICLE VI 

AMENDMENT OF BRANCH POLICY 

 
6.01 Amendment 
Any amendment to the Branch Policy may be adopted by approval of two-thirds (2/3) of the board 
of directors.   
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION OF BRANCH POLICY 

 

I do hereby certify that the above stated Branch Policy of Structural Nucleic Acid Anticancer 
Research Society, Inc. was approved by the Structural Nucleic Acid Anticancer Research Society, 
Inc. board of directors on August 2nd, 2025, and constitute a complete copy of the Branch Policy 
of the corporation.   

 

_____________________________ 

Gurnoor Hayer, Secretary Director 

 

Date: ________________________ 

 

 

 

Turnar Ups

08/03/25


